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Early Results for “Catholics Come Home®” Campaign Show Promise; 
Mass Count Up in Most Parishes, Some by Double-Digits

	Six-week ad campaign targeted Catholics who have drifted away from Church to let them know “they’re always welcome and they can always come home.”
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SACRAMENTO – A preliminary survey comparing Mass attendance before and after the “Catholics Come Home®” ad campaign aired over Christmastime shows Mass attendance up in 3 out of 5 area parishes, with Mass counts in parishes showing an increase averaging just under 11 percent.

The results come from a survey conducted by the Diocese comparing Mass attendance in late November with late January.  A total of 57 out of 100 parishes submitted data.  A more comprehensive survey will be completed after Easter.

“Overall, we’re pleased with these early results,” said the Most Rev. Jaime Soto, Bishop of the Diocese of Sacramento.  “I think it underscores what we’ve said all along, that people want to come back, but feel guilty or worry that they won’t be welcome.

“These commercials made our point very clearly,” declared Bishop Soto.  “You are always welcome and you can always come home.”

In some parishes, the results were dramatic.  St. Joseph Marello Parish in Granite Bay reported a 26 percent increase in attendance and Sacred Heart Parish in Anderson reported a 38 percent increase.

The ad campaign began December 18 and ran through January 31 in the Sacramento/Stockton, Chico and Redding media markets.  The six week effort was paid for with private donations.

The TV ads were supplemented by a website www.catholicscomehome.org  and by local welcoming committee established at each parish in the diocese.  

(MORE)

The commercials were created by Catholics Come Home, Inc., a non-profit based in Georgia.  A first-time ever national primetime Catholics Come Home® TV ad campaign aired across the United States in English and Spanish (www.CatolicosRegresen.org) during the 2011 Christmas season.  This national campaign reached over 125 million television viewers an average 9.7 times during the three week campaign

		The Diocese of Sacramento serves over 950,000 Catholics in 20 counties covering 42,000 square miles of Northern California from San Francisco Bay to Sacramento and the Oregon border.  It includes 100 parishes, 53 elementary and secondary schools, and various social service and family support organizations throughout the region.
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