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Timeline for Sending Diocesan Press Releases

Our experience with working with nearly thirty diocesan partnerships to-date has shown that clearly positioning Catholics Come Home® as a lay Catholic apostolate that is partnering with the diocese on an evangelization initiative has generated  much positive press within the secular media. 
It is best to communicate the facts and information regarding the Catholics Come Home® campaign one week prior to the ads airing.
1. Standard Diocesan PR Timeline:
-Typically, Catholics Come Home® will lead with a press release in your area a week before the campaign begins airing.  
-Within a few days after the CCH release we ask your diocesan communication director to send out a diocesan press release to all local press contacts.  
*This approach ensures that the proper messaging and timing is achieved.

2. Diocesan PR Timeline in the case of a ‘leak’ of Information to the Secular Press:
Should the Catholics Come Home® Campaign information ‘leak’ to the secular press well in advance of the launch, it is important to put out positive messaging immediately as reporters and stories surface, so that the information is positive and accurate.
 (*If the media is not clear of the fact that Catholics Come Home® is a lay apostolate partnering with the diocese, your Catholics Come Home® partner initiative can be perceived by the secular media, and reported as,  a fundraising tool from your bishop, rather than an evangelization initiative).

Catholics Come Home® founder and president, Tom Peterson, is also available to assist archdioceses with press interviews, often in person or at least by phone, Skype, etc.
See the following supporting documents located in Diocesan Password protected section of the CCH website:
 Media/PR: Talking/Messaging Points 
 Sample PR Release from CCH
To discuss additional questions related to sending Diocesan PR about Catholics Come Home®:
Please contact Catholics Come Home® Program Director, susan@catholicscomehome.org, 678-585-7886 x106
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