Know your Audience
National and Local Demographics
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General:


13.1 Million Catholics in Canada ≈ 39% of Population

451,950 Registered Catholics in Archdiocese of Vancouver ≈ 17 % of Population
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· Catholics as a group, value religion and pray more often than most other traditions.

· Catholics retain the faith of their childhood more than other Christian traditions.
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36% in British Columbia (41% in Vancouver) reports no religious affiliation.




Active Catholics 

29% Attend Mass Weekly
   ≈22.5% in Diocese of Vancouver (97,000) 

1 in every 9 Canadians attend Mass Weekly
 (1/16 in Vancouver)
Less than Active Catholic

12% of Catholics attend Mass “Monthly”

42±% of Catholics attend Mass “Sometimes”6
Some similarity in attitudes, belief and desire for sacraments as active Catholics

Inactive Catholics


17% of Catholics who “Never” attend Mass6

≈ 8% Consider themselves “No Longer Catholic”


90% do not articulate a doctrinal reason for leaving


5% articulate a misunderstood doctrine as their reason for leaving


5% articulate a doctrine that deals with marriage or sexuality
Catholic Identity in North America

The Mass
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Excuses, Excuses, Excuses
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� Total Population Statistics from Canadian Census estimates � HYPERLINK "http://www.statcan.gc.ca" �www.statcan.gc.ca� 33,476,688 x  42.6% of total population as reported in 2001 Census = 14.2 Million. 2011 Canadian Catholic Church Directory counts 13.1 million actual registered Catholics or about 39% of the population.  


� Archdiocese of Vancouver Statistics from 2011 Canadian Catholic Church Directory Population: 2,658,532 / 451,950 Catholics.


� 2009 General Social Survey indicates that immigrants maintain faith more than native Canadians by a factor of over 20%


� 2001 General Social Survey, Population by Region


� Over 30% indicated by Dr. Reg Bibby CanadianChristianity, 2008, 29% self indicated they attend Mass weekly in the World Values Survey 2008.


� 29% of 13.1million = 3.8 million attending weekly.  3.8/33.5 = 11.3% or a little over 1/9.   The Resilience and Renaissance of Roman Catholicism in Canada. Note 93%/94% of inactive teens say they will turn to the Church for weddings/baptism. 


� 41% attend Monthly or more (Stat Can 2011)  – 29% weekly (WVS) = 12% who attend less than weekly at least monthly


� Diocese of Phoenix: CCH Internal Study 2008.  Note that Fr. Thomas Reese’s study indicated less than 20% indicated doctrine as reason for leaving, but 31% indicated issues with teaching on abortion and contraception when prompted.





