Know your Audience
National and Local Demographics
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General:


74 Million Catholics in U.S.  ≈22% of Population (58% Latinos)

477,338 Registered Catholics in Archdiocese Cincinnati ≈15.9% of Population
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Importance of Religion in One’s Life Among Catholics

. 56% Very important

. 34% Somewhat important
. % Not too/ not at all important
. 1% Don't know/ refused

Question wording: How important is religion in your life -- very important,
somewhat important, not too important, or not at all important?
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· Catholics as a group, value religion and pray more often than most other traditions.

· 68% of Catholics retain the faith of their childhood.  Highest among Christian traditions


Active Catholics 

34% Attend Mass Weekly


1 in every 13 US Residents attend Mass Weekly

Less than Active Catholic


52% of Catholics “Monthly”, “Few Times/Year” “Seldom”

Similar in attitudes, belief and desire for sacraments as active Catholics

Inactive Catholics


6% of Catholics who “Never” attend Mass

7% Consider themselves “No Longer Catholic”
 Estimated 29 Million (10% of population)


90% do not articulate a doctrinal reason for leaving


5% articulate a misunderstood doctrine as their reason for leaving


5% articulate a doctrine that deals with marriage or sexuality.
Catholic Identity


The Mass
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Excuses, Excuses, Excuses
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� Statistics taken from The Pew Forum for Religious and Public Life 2008 “Religious Landscape in America” � HYPERLINK "http://religions.pewforum.org/" �http://religions.pewforum.org/�  Some numbers adjusted for 2010 from Yearbook of American & Canadian Churches.  Overall Census data estimates taken from US Census Bureau


� Archdiocese of Cincinnati Statistics 2012


� CARA Analysis of “Religious Landscape in America” Keeping the Faith:Percentage of US Adults Staying with the religion they were raised in.


� As self reported by Catholics in the PEW Study, and 2008 CARA Mass Trends Study.  Note that Kennedy Directory October Mass counts place the number at 27% national average.


� 23.1 Million Catholics attend Mass weekly/308 Million Americans.


� PEW “Religious Landscape in America” Faith in Flux pg. 6.  31% raised Catholic vs. 24% describe themselves Catholic (PEW pg. 6)


� Diocese of Phoenix: CCH Internal Study 2008


� CARA 2008 Response to “Religious Landscape in America”





